
World Whiskies Awards Category Definitions 2023 

American Whiskey 
An American Whisky is a spirit distilled from a fermented mash of grain in the United States at less 
than 95% alcohol by volume (190 proof) that has the taste, aroma and characteristics generally 
attributed to whisky and bottled at not less than 40% alcohol by volume (80 proof). Products entered 
must not be eligible for any other WWA category. 
 
Blended Malt Whisk(e)y 
A Blended Malt whisk(e)y is produced using a combination of Single Malt whiskies distilled at different 
distilleries and may also be referred to on packaging as a ‘vatted malt’ or ‘pure malt’. To qualify for 
this category, a Blended Malt must be bottled at 40% ABV or above and its constituent single malts 
must comply with the definition of Single Malt whisk(e)y outlined in this definition document. Blended 
Malt whisk(e)y may contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of spirit caramel 
(E150a). If a blended malt carries a geographical indication (e.g. Irish Blended Malt), the blend must 
have been vatted and bottled in the country identified on the label. Furthermore, the majority (>50%) 
of its constituent whiskies must have been distilled and matured in the country identified on the label 
to qualify for entry.  
 
Blended 
A Blended whisk(e)y is produced by vatting together at least one Single Malt and one Single Grain 
whisk(e)y. To qualify for this category, the constituent malt and grain whiskies in the blend must 
comply with the definitions of Single Malt and Single Grain whisk(e)y outlined in this document. To 
qualify for this category, a Blended whisk(e)y must be bottled at 40% ABV or above. Blended 
whisk(e)y may contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of spirit caramel 
(E150a). Please note that this does not prohibit the addition of enzymes during mashing of any 
whisk(e)y in the blend. If a Blended whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. Irish Blended 
whisk(e)y), the blend must have been vatted and bottled in the country identified on the label. 
Furthermore, the majority (>50%) of the blend’s constituent whiskies must have been distilled and 
matured in the country identified on the label. 
 
Blended Limited Release 
A release of Blended whisk(e)y that is limited to 3600 bottles or less.  
 
Canadian Blended 
Canadian whisky is a blend of mature whiskies, each usually distilled from a single grain type. 

Generally, the blend’s base whisky is distilled to high abv and matured in used barrels to maximize 

flavours that develop from prolonged exposure to air in the barrel. The second blending component is 

called flavouring whisky, distilled to a lower abv in short columns or pot stills is matured in new or 

once-used barrels to emphasize the flavours derived from the grain, fermentation and wood. The 

blend may contain 9.09% wood-matured spirit or wine matured for at least two years – a rule rarely 

practised. Canadian whisky must be aged for at least three years and must have been distilled and 

matured in Canada. 

 
Finished Bourbon 
A Finished Bourbon whisky is defined as a Bourbon whiskey that has received additional ageing in a 
cask that has previously held another wine or spirit. The product must otherwise comply with this 
document’s definition of Bourbon whiskey and also the TTB definition of ‘Whisky Specialities’. 
 

Flavoured Whisk(e)y 

Flavoured whisk(e)y is a spirit drink containing whisk(e)y as its sole constituent spirit, with added 

ingredients which augment the final flavour of the product. Flavourings may be added by means of 

one or more of the following processes: addition, infusion, maceration, alcoholic fermentation and 

distillation. To qualify as a flavoured whisk(e)y, no distilled spirits other than whisk(e)y (as outlined in 

other category definitions in this document) or products containing distilled spirits other than whisk(e)y 

may be added to the final product. Examples of flavourings include sweetening products such as 

honey or agave nectar (for further examples, see the definitions below) and foodstuffs including, but 

not limited to, herbs, spices, hops and fruits. In this category, artificial flavourings are permitted. A 

Flavoured whisky can be distinguished from a liqueur by its sugar content, which will be below 
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100g/litre. Products containing sugar levels in excess of 100g/litre will instead be considered liqueurs 

and qualify for entry to the World Liqueur Awards. To qualify for this category, a flavoured whisk(e)y 

must be bottled at >35% ABV. If a flavoured whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. 

American Flavoured Whiskey), the product must have been vatted and bottled in the country identified 

on the label. Furthermore, the majority (>50%) of its constituent whiskies must have been distilled and 

matured in the country identified on the label to qualify for entry. 

 
Grain Whisk(e)y 
Grain whisky is the product of distilling a mash bill made up of a one or more cereal grain(s). This 
includes, but is not limited to, wheat, maize (corn), barley, millet, spelt, rice, oats and rye. Grain 
whisk(e)y may be produced using a copper pot, column or hybrid still. To qualify for this category, a 
grain whisk(e)y must be bottled at 40% ABV or above and have been aged for a minimum of two 
years in wodden casks. A grain whisk(e)y may be Single Grain (the product of one distillery) or 
Blended Grain (a blend of grain whiskies produced at more than one distillery). Grain whisk(e)y may 
contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of spirit caramel (E150a). Please 
note that this does not prohibit the addition of enzymes during mashing. If a Single Grain whisk(e)y 
carries a geographical indication (e.g. Irish Single Grain whiskey), it must have been distilled and 
matured in the country identified on the label. If a Blended Grain whisk(e)y carries a geographical 
indication (e.g. Irish Blended Grain whiskey), the blend must have been vatted and bottled in the 
country identified on the label. Furthermore, the majority (>50%) of its constituent whiskies must have 
been distilled and matured in the country identified on the label to qualify for entry. 
 
Single Cask Single Grain 
A Single Cask Single Grain whisk(e)y is defined as the contents of a single cask of Single Grain 
whisk(e)y, as defined in this document. It is understood that a single cask is an enclosed maturation 
vessel made of wood that is no more than 750 litres in capacity. To qualify, a Single Cask Single 
Grain whisk(e)y must have been disgorged and bottled without the addition of any substance except 
water (for dilution to bottling strength) and/or spirit caramel (E150A). The vatting of two or more casks 
is not permitted at any point in the production process of a Single Cask Single Grain. 
 
 
Pot Still 
Pot Still whisk(e)y is produced using a mash bill containing a mix of both malted and unmalted barley, 
and must be distilled at least twice in a copper pot still. To qualify for this category, a Pot Still 
whisk(e)y must be bottled at 40% ABV or above and have been aged for a minimum of two years in 
wodden casks. A Pot Still whisk(e)y may be Single Pot Still (the product of one distillery) or blended 
Pot Still (a blend of Pot Still whiskies produced at more than one distillery). Pot Still whisk(e)y may 
contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of spirit caramel (E150a). If a Single 
Pot Still whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. Irish Single Pot Still whiskey), it must have 
been distilled and matured in the country identified on the label. Please note that Pot Still whisk(e)y 
may be produced in any country – its production is not limited to Ireland. If a Blended Pot Still 
whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. Irish Blended Pot Still whiskey), the blend must have 
been vatted and bottled in the country identified on the label. Furthermore, the majority (>50%) of its 
constituent whiskies must have been distilled and matured in the country identified on the label to 
qualify for entry. 
 
Rye 
Rye whisky is the product of distilling a mash made up of at least 51% rye. Whiskies containing rye 
that do not meet this minimum are instead categorised as grain whiskies. Rye whisk(e)y may be 
produced using a copper pot, column or hybrid still. To qualify for this category, a rye whisk(e)y must 
be bottled at 40% ABV or above and have been aged for a minimum of two years in wooden casks. A 
Rye whisk(e)y may be described as Single Rye (the product of one distillery), Blended Rye (a blend of 
Rye whiskies produced at more than one distillery) or simply as Rye. Rye whisk(e)y may contain no 
additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of spirit caramel (E150a). Please note that this 
does not prohibit the addition of enzymes during mashing. If a Rye whisk(e)y carries a geographical 
indication (e.g. American Rye whiskey), it must have been distilled and matured in the country 
identified on the label. If a Blended Rye whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. American 
Blended Rye whiskey), the blend must have been vatted and bottled in the country identified on the 
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label and the majority (>50%) of its constituent whiskies must have been distilled and matured in the 
country identified on the label to qualify for entry. 
 

Single Barrel Single Rye 
A Single Cask Single Rye whisk(e)y is defined as the contents of a single cask of Rye whisk(e)y, as 
defined in this document, and it must be the product of only one distillery. It is understood that a single 
cask is an enclosed maturation vessel made of wood that is no more than 750 litres in capacity. To 
qualify, a Single Cask Single Rye whisk(e)y must have been disgorged and bottled without the 
addition of any substance except water (for dilution to bottling strength) and/or spirit caramel (E150A). 
The vatting of two or more casks is not permitted at any point in the production process of a Single 
Cask Single Rye. 
 
Single Malt 
Single Malt whisk(e)y is produced using a mash of 100% malted barley and must be distilled at least 
twice using a copper pot still. Though more than one cask may be vatted to create a single malt 
whisk(e)y, it must be solely the product of a single distillery. To qualify for this category, a single malt 
whisk(e)y must be bottled at 40% ABV or above and have been aged for a minimum of two years in 
wooden casks. Single Malt whisk(e)y may contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the 
exception of spirit caramel (E150a). If a Single Malt whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. 
Irish Single Malt whiskey), it must have been distilled and matured in the country identified on the 
label. 
 
 
Single Cask Single Malt 
A Single Cask Single Malt whisk(e)y is defined as the contents of a single cask of Single Malt 
whisk(e)y, as defined in this document. It is understood that a single cask is an enclosed maturation 
vessel made of wood that is no more than 750 litres in capacity. To qualify, a Single Cask Single Malt 
whisk(e)y must have been disgorged and bottled without addition of any substance except water (for 
dilution to bottling strength) and/or spirit caramel (E150A). The vatting of two or more casks is not 
permitted at any point in the production process of a Single Cask Single Malt—these products should 
instead be entered into the Single Malt Small Batch category. 
 
Single Malt Small Batch 
A Single Malt Small Batch whisky is defined as a Single Malt whiskey produced using the contents of 
no more than 100 casks. The product must otherwise comply with this document’s definition of single 
malt. 
 
Corn 
Corn whisk(e)y is the product of distilling a mash made up of at least 51% corn. Whiskies containing 
corn that do not meet this minimum are instead categorised as Grain whiskies. Corn whisk(e)y may 
be produced using a copper pot, column or hybrid still. To qualify for this category, a Corn whisk(e)y 
must be bottled at 40% ABV or above and have been aged for a minimum of two years in wooden 
barrels. A Corn whisk(e)y may be described as Single Corn (the product of one distillery), Blended 
Corn (a blend of Corn whiskies produced at more than one distillery) or simply as Corn. Corn 
whisk(e)y may contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of spirit caramel 
(E150a). Please note that this does not prohibit the addition of enzymes during mashing. If a Corn 
whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. American Corn whisk(e)y), it must have been distilled 
and matured in the country identified on the label. If a Blended Corn whisk(e)y carries a geographical 
indication (e.g. American Blended Corn whiskey), the blend must have been vatted and bottled in the 
country identified on the label and the majority (>50%) of its constituent whiskies must have been 
distilled and matured in the country identified on the label to qualify for entry. 
 
Wheat 
Wheat whisk(e)y is the product of distilling a mash made up of at least 51% wheat. Whiskies 
containing wheat that do not meet this minimum are instead categorised as Grain whiskies. Wheat 
whisk(e)y may be produced using a copper pot, column or hybrid still. To qualify for this category, a 
Wheat whisk(e)y must be bottled at 40% ABV or above and have been aged for a minimum of two 
years in wooden casks. A Wheat whisk(e)y may be described as Single Wheat (the product of one 
distillery), Blended Wheat (a blend of Wheat whiskies produced at more than one distillery) or simply 
as Wheat. Wheat whisk(e)y may contain no additional flavourings or additives, with the exception of 
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spirit caramel (E150a). Please note that this does not prohibit the addition of enzymes during 
mashing. If a Wheat whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. American Wheat whisk(e)y), it 
must have been distilled and matured in the country identified on the label. If a Blended Wheat 
whisk(e)y carries a geographical indication (e.g. American Blended Wheat whiskey), the blend must 
have been vatted and bottled in the country identified on the label and the majority (>50%) of its 
constituent whiskies must have been distilled and matured in the country identified on the label to 
qualify for entry. 
 
New-Make & Young Spirit 
New-Make Spirit is the unaged product of distilling fermented cereal mash in a copper pot, column or 
hybrid still. It can be labelled variably as ‘Moonshine’, ‘White Dog’ and ‘Clearac’, with other local 
terminology used around the world. Young Spirit is New-Make Spirit that has been matured for more 
than six months but under two years in a wooden cask. If a New-Make or Young Spirit carries a 
geographical indication (e.g. American Moonshine or Irish New-Make Spirit), it must have been 
distilled in the country identified on the label. To qualify for this category, a New-Make or Young Spirit 
must be bottled at >40% ABV and, if it were matured further to a minimum of two years, must have 
the potential to become a category of whisk(e)y described in this document.  
 
Flavoured Spirit 
A Flavoured Spirit is a product created by flavouring New-Make or Young Spirit with added 
ingredients which augment the final flavour of the product. Flavourings may be added by means of 
one or more of the following processes: addition, infusion, maceration, alcoholic fermentation and 
distillation. Examples of flavourings include sweetening products such as honey or agave nectar (for 
further examples, see the definitions below) and foodstuffs including, but not limited to, herbs, spices, 
hops and fruits. In this category, artificial flavourings are permitted. A Flavoured Spirit can be 
distinguished from a liqueur by its sugar content, which will be below 100g/litre. Products containing 
sugar levels in excess of 100g/litre will instead be considered liqueurs and qualify for entry to the 
World Liqueur Awards. To qualify for this category, a Flavoured Spirit must be bottled at >35% ABV. If 
a Flavoured Spirit carries a geographical indication (e.g. American Flavoured Spirit), the product must 
have been distilled, flavoured and bottled in the country identified on the label. 
 
Bourbon Small Batch 
A Bourbon Small Batch whisky is defined as a Bourbon whiskey produced using no more than 100 
barrels. The product must otherwise comply with this document’s definition of Bourbon whiskey. 
 

Further Information 
 
 
Statement on Sweetening Products 

Sweetening products include but are not limited to: 

(a) Semi-white sugar, white sugar, extra-white sugar, dextrose, fructose, glucose syrup, sugar solution 
(b) Rectified concentrated grape must, concentrated grape must and fresh grape must 
(c) Burned sugar which is the product obtained exclusively from the controlled heating of sucrose without 

bases, mineral acids or other chemical additives 
(d) Honey 
(e) Carob syrup 
(f) Any other natural carbohydrate substances having a similar effect as the products referred to in points 

(a) to (e) 
 
 

Statement on Geographical Origin 
 
In the case that a specific state, region, settlement or other location is referenced on the label, the 
majority (>50%) of the whisk(e)y in the product must originate from the declared state or region. For 
example, over half of the spirit in a product described as Colorado Whiskey must have been distilled 
and matured in Colorado. Some leniency will be given regarding reference to specific settlements 
(towns/villages) but this is at the discretion of the Awards Director and will be assessed on a case by 
case basis if the liquid provenance of an entry is in doubt. In the case of products described as ‘Single 
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Estate’ or similar, 100% of the whisk(e)y must have been distilled and matured within the boundaries 
of the estate referenced on the label. 
 
Update on Japan 
For the 2023 entry process and beyond, the World Whiskies Awards will now only accept whiskies 
that are compliant with the recent JSMLA definition of ‘Japanese whisky’ into the Japan category. 
Non-compliant whiskies (such as pure malts containing both Scottish and Japanese spirit) bottled by 
Japanese companies are instead to be entered into the ‘International region. 
 
Statement on ‘Straight’ Whiskey 
 
In accordance with United States Law, a whiskey described as ‘straight’ must be distilled from 
a fermented (malted or unmalted) cereal grain mash to a concentration not exceeding 80% alcohol by 
volume (ABV) and aged in new (virgin) charred oak barrel for at least two years at a concentration not 
exceeding 62.5% at the start of the aging process. Due to the geographically limited nature of this 
term, the World Whiskies Awards does not have separate categories for styles of whiskey that may 
include this designation in their description. For example, a Kentucky Straight Rye whiskey must 
simply meet the criteria of Rye whisk(e)y to qualify for entry and would compete against all other Rye 
whiskies entered – whether those entrants also carry the designation of ‘straight’ or not. 
 
 
Statement on Local Definitions 
 
In addition to the definitions outlined in this document, all entries must be compliant with the labelling 
and category regulations for whisk(e)y and any stated style of whisk(e)y in the country of the entry’s 
production. Products must be entered only into categories recognised in their country of production. If 
the country of production does not regulate style definitions then the World Whiskies Awards 
definitions take precedence. 
 
Example 1: The World Whiskies Awards definition of Corn whisk(e)y requires a corn content of only 
51%. However, in the USA, a corn whiskey must contain at least 80% corn. Thus, all entries to the 
Corn whisk(e)y category from the USA must contain at least 80% corn, but entries from distilleries 
located outside of the USA must only meet the World Whiskies Awards criteria.  
 
Example 2: The category of Scotch Rye whisky does not comply with UK or SWA regulations on the 
labelling and description of Scotch whisky. Thus, even if a product entered contains over 51% rye it 
still may not compete in the Rye whisk(e)y category and must instead be entered as a Grain 
whisk(e)y. 
 


